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J ames Charles Fritsch passed away on On October 5, 2017. 

 
Jim was born on June 4, 1925 in Batesville. His parents were Charlie and Flora Fritsch

and he had older brothers, Leon (Fuzz) and John, all deceased.

 
Jim attended Batesville High School and was a starting basketball player (his jersey

#21 since retired) on the 1943 Batesville Bulldog semi-state champion team that
played in the final game of the State Basketball tourney. He was an Indiana Basketball

'All Star.'

 
Following high school he joined the U.S. Air Force, graduating top in his navigating

class and was retained in the States to train other navigators during WWII.  After the
war, he was granted a scholarship at Notre Dame University playing basketball. He

graduated in 1950 with highest honors. 

 
He married Dolores (Dee) Lechtanski on April 15,1950. They returned to Batesville

and raised their five children. Jim was the national sales manager for Romweber
Furniture until he retired.

 
For decades Jim served his community which he dubbed 'the Best Little City in

America.' He served one term as City Councilman and two terms as Mayor. During

his tenure he was responsible for building the Heritage House and Golden Villa in
Batesville. He was honored in Washington D.C. by President George H. Bush for

'Hoosier of the Year.' He served on the board of Council on Aging, now known as
Lifetime Resources. He was a longtime member of Knights of Columbus and the

American Legion.
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On the softer side of Jim, he loved and adored his wife Dee until the last day of his
life. He embraced a strong Catholic foundation which always guided him in his

community service and strong family values that he passed in to his children. He
loved dogs, horses, and 'bush hogging' on his farm, and later enjoyed keeping his

lawn perfectly manicured. 

 
His survivors (with the nicknames he called them) include wife Dolores (Woo),

children Deborah Perkins ( Punky), Karen Fritsch-Neckar (Ponch), Jim (Moose), Bill
(Bear), and Janet (Szuba Jan) Fritsch, grandchildren Phillip Perkins (Snickerfritz) ,

Jackie Fritsch(Snickerdoodle), and great grandchildren Abbey (Punkydoodle) and

Marisa (Pinky) Perkins.
 

Visitation is Monday, October 9th, from 3 – 6 p.m. at the funeral home with a rosary
service at 3 p.m.  Funeral services are 11 a.m. Tuesday, October 10th, at St. Louis

Church with Rev. Michael Fritsch officiating.  Burial will follow in the church

cemetery with military honors conducted by the Prell-Bland American Legion Post
#271 and the Batesville V.F.W. Post #3183.  The family requests memorials to St. Jude’s

Children’s Hospital or  Lil Kennel Scholarship Fund.
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DK Dan Huneke Of Louisville, Kentucky posted:

Sorry to hear of your loss. I have fond memories of Mr. Fritsch and all the family during my youth

on the Batesville swim team. You were all blessed to have him in your lives so long.

November 6 at 8:00 PM

DS Deborah Bland Sherman Of Seattle, Wa  posted:

My sincere condolences to the Fritsch family on Jim's passing. I have such fond memories of his

kindness and friendliness when I was at your home as a young teen. I recall being impressed by

his doing push-ups! May you be consoled by other fond memories of such a wonderful man.

October 9 at 8:00 PM

TI Tina  (Moeller) Crowe Of Solsberry Indiana  posted:

Janet and family: So sorry for your loss. You are all in my prayers.

October 7 at 8:00 PM

FV Fred & Ruth Ann Scheele Of The Villges, Fl posted:

Our deepest sympathy for one great gentleman

October 6 at 8:00 PM

RB Rick And Becky Thompson Of Brownsburg In posted:

So sorry for your loss you are in our thoughts and prayers

October 6 at 8:00 PM

SM Steven Strandmark Of Madison In posted:

My condolences on Jim's passing. I served with him on the Lifetime Resources Board for many

years, and we all valued his contributions to the organization along with his sense of humor. His

was a life well lived. Peace be with his family.

October 6 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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